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What is APL and how may it benefit learners and employers? 
APL (Accreditation of Prior Learning) is a process that aims to recognise prior learning so that it might contribute to a current or future course of study. Recognition takes the form of assessing the amount and level of learning regardless of where it took place, for example at work, in the home or undertaking voluntary work. The premise is that learning can be identified, measured, assessed and accredited, regardless of the context in which it is acquired.[footnoteRef:1] This has the potential to save time and money and avoids the need for repetition of learning that has already been acquired. [1:  UCLAN, Accreditation of Prior Learning Scheme Guidance Notes for Applicants: Preparing a claim for credit using prior certificated learning - www.uclan.ac.uk/information/services/sss/accreditation/files/sas_apl_guide_cert.docx 
] 


Reasons for claiming  APL

For learners 
· Gain entry to a course for which they may not have the standard entry qualifications
· Save time by completing a course more quickly
· Avoid having to repeat learning
· Learning and capabilities gained through experience are recognised at HE level

For employers
· Build your employees’ skills and confidence
· Help retain and motivate your workforce
· Getting a group of employees working together can make it easier to study	

APL and HE courses
APL offers major opportunities for employees to place their work based learning in the context of HE study. 
It may be used by a learner to gain entry on to a course or to gain exemption from some modules. 

In operational terms most HEI/FECs tackle assessing prior learning through two key approaches:
· Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning [APEL]
· Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning [APCL]

Generally speaking, to gain entry to a course the previous certificated or unaccredited experiential learning should be of the same level as the entry qualifications for your proposed course; although this is not always necessary.

To gain exemption from part of a course the previous certificated or unaccredited experiential learning should be of the same level and subject area as the learning you would have been expected to achieve as part of the course.

The starting point is for a potential learner is to:
· decide on an HE course 
· list qualifications and any formal and informal training that may be relevant 
· consider what experience they have that might be relevant to the course	

If there seems to be some overlap between the HE course and past education, training and experience – then the possibility of an APL claim should be investigated with the HEI/FEC as soon as possible.

APL Rules 
All HEI/FECs have rules that govern APCL and APEL claims, including:
· the timing of claims
· the maximum number of modules for which claim can be made
· how marks will be allocated towards the final qualification

It is important that these are clearly understood by the claimant at the outset. 

Costs of APL 
The costs of APEL for entry to an HE course vary depending on the institution and course. This could range from a small charge to the full fee for attending a module and taking the associated assessment. 

Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning [APCL] 
APCL deals with learning associated with a structured, formal course of study which has already been assessed and accredited by, for example, an HEI or a professional body. It could also be a qualification gained as part of a job or from overseas. There may be other learning that has been certificated, but it is less clear in terms of the status of the awarding body or the level of study or learning.1  Where this proves too difficult to award APCL credit, this learning can be dealt with through APEL.

Assessing APCL 
To be given HE level credit or access to a HE course based on prior certificated learning, the learning must be at an appropriate level1 and should be assessed for its validity, sufficiency, currency and authenticity[footnoteRef:2]    [2:  http://hdl.handle.net/10293/1237
] 


Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning - APEL
APEL focuses on learning that has not previously been formally tested and certificated. Many students, particularly mature learners, have a wide range of expertise, skills and knowledge that has never been formally assessed (accredited). This may have been gained through a variety of professional, vocational, community, leisure and personal situations. The learning gained from these experiences may be used to enter HE at a level appropriate to your previous learning and experience and to be awarded credit towards a qualification.  

Assessing APEL 
APEL is best thought of as just another form of assessment. Module Learning Outcomes describe what a student would learn by attending and passing assessments in the usual way. Therefore an APEL claimant would need to demonstrate that they have learned all the same things from experience. This might be done through writing a reflective piece about, for example, their understanding of the principles of branding within marketing. It is important to stress that it is the learning that will be assessed, not the experience itself.  

Generally, a student must show that they meet all the Learning Outcomes at the appropriate level in a module to make a successful APEL claim, as each one is a necessary part of a module. 
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Further Information
In 2011, UPC and the JISC funded Pineapple project created a number of resources to help partner institution staff manage APCL claims for Foundation Degree students. This includes detailed guidance on helping a student make a claim and assessing and application and can be found at www.pineappleproject.org.uk 
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