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Working with the Further Maths Support Programme to Design and Deliver and Online Survey about Maths Transition

Telephone Discussion dated 31st May 2011
Garrod Musto (project lead) spoke to Janice Richards (FMSP) regards a recent Fellowship award from the National HE STEM Programme. Garrod is now tasked with a project based at the University of Bath over the next 18 months. He will explore students’ experience of their transition from A level study to their undergraduate study of mathematics and numerate subjects at universities here in the South West region. Garrod will be exploring the methodologies employed at A level and beyond, charting the student perceptions of how their assimilation of material evolved in that time. It is hoped that taking a case study approach, anecdotal evidence can help Garrod make a series of recommendations to help smooth the transition for the future students through the system. 
Janice mentioned that there are cohorts of students who receive tutoring directly from FMSP at A2 level. There is a possibility that this group of students probably receive material in a format which is far more attuned to study at university, and hence during the conversation it became apparent that the empirical data generated by the project could help support the work of the FMSP;  if Garrod could generate enough longitudinal data from these students illustrating their experiences and comparing them with those of their peers not supported through the FMSP.
Janice suggested talking to Richard Lissaman (Programme Leader, FMSP) to explore whether or not Garrod could have access to the contact details of the current cohort and last year’s cohort now at university, all of whom hopefully are now studying numerate subjects. Garrod would be willing to have further conversations with FMSP to determine whether this was something worthwhile pursuing for FMSP and how best to develop the project accordingly to not only provide recommendations to local HE establishments to smooth the transition for A2 students of mathematics, but also to help provide further evidence to support the work of the FMSP.

After a discussion between Garrod and Janice the following message was then sent to 3,000 former Further Maths Support Programme. 
FMSP Survey: Exploring the Transition from A level study to Undergraduate study

Hi, as former Further Maths Support programme (Further Maths Network) student we wondered whether you would mind contributing to a project which seeks to understand the issues you the students face(d) as you move from completing your A level courses onto university undergraduate courses with some numerate content. It is hoped that this research can help future generations of students make the transition into these courses much more smoothly, and if you are interested in finding out a little more about the research then please see the link below for further details of the research proposal.
 
http://www.hestem-sw.org.uk/project?id=26&pp=262 
 
This questionnaire is designed to inform subsequent research into the problems that face students as they embark on a degree course which has some mathematical content. Therefore the research team would be very grateful if you could spend a few minutes filling out the form Exploring the Transition from A level study to Undergraduate study.  The initial part of the questionnaire is designed to gain an insight into your background and motivation for studying mathematics in the sixth form, and the form then goes on to explore your experiences of A level study and subsequently further study. I would therefore be very grateful if you could take the time to fill it out, please visit: 
 
https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDJHdG5DLXlESURrYVRSMHp1azhKelE6MQ

Any information or suggestions will be used sensitively help to develop materials to hopefully support future students make the transition from sixth form to university study.
 

Many thanks 
FMSP on behalf of the Research project team leader
Garrod Musto

Evaluative comments 
Garrod shared the subsequent data with Janice Richards FMSP National Manager, Tom Button (Student Support Leader, Further Mathematics Support Programme) replied with the following text as a form of evaluating the efficacy of this part of the project.

“Many thanks for your email.

It's brilliant to hear that you have found that studying through the FMSP helps students to be better prepared for the transition to university. It is something we have always believed in and it's great to know that your findings support it.

The FMSP's message to teachers and students has been that, in addition to the benefits of studying FM, the experience of learning through the FMSP helps students to become self-motivated independent learners and can also help develop skills in working together, time-management and using IT.”
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